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Black-coal preducticn in tie GDR (Cerman Democratic Republic) 18 currently i
limited to the Srzgebirge, Freftal-Doechien, and Ploetz-Wettin-Loebeduen reglong., ;
O these, the Erzgebirgs depisics ave credited with having the greateat economic {
dignificancr. Mining 16 B18c corried on 1n $ha Harde wtmto o s of g {
walsmits &nq in the Zuwickau reglon. In 1946, deposits, including the Freitsi- {
Doshlen deposits, ware estimsted ot 8pproximateiy 60.7 million tons (%o a depth |
of 1,200 neters), Hence, if production continues ef ‘the preseat enmusl output . o
of 3 million tone, the depesits would be exhausted within e pertod of 20 years, ‘ ’
The GDR's depapits Topresent lees than 0.1 percent of the total German deposits. |
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To fncresse black-coal production, deposits which had been accidentally Adis-
covered ot Doberlug-Kirchhain (Hiederisusits) in 1026 were opened up. This area‘s
22 lagers have boen regardsd as not particularly worthy of exploitetion becauss
the velos ave s=28)l.and ths 9sh content 'ie high. Tha extent of these depasits
is esuimaied ot batwsen 20 and 90 milidon tons, end the prospecte for profitable
explolistion have been considered doubtful even by East German experts, -

i The GIR 18 rich in brown coal, however. The combined proved and probable
brown-coRl resarves wore ostimated by the East German Geological Institute in
1947 to total 23.6 billiop tons, Theae reserves can ba divided 1into the Niedex~

5 Jensity region {in the Rast Flbe area), with a maserve of 10.4 billion tons,’

* the cextral Germen region (the Mersebus s Bitterfeld, Borms, Halle ares), with j
i - & rezgrve of '10.2 biliion tons, and individual 'deposits near Frankfurt/Gder, - !

% Finksnheard, atec., with & combined reserve cf approximately 3 billion toms, - $

M . the Flederluusits and central Geradn regions rerresent th~ potential coal re- S

servgs for the Zsut Germen économy and for the wejor power stations, o . {‘

Tas W demage sad diemantling losses in the hlack-cosl industry, for :
woicl no Teliable statistics are available, are copsidersd ineigrificant. The
dmg 18 €rus of var damege in the brownecoal induetry, with the sxception of !
sonJ, briquettn plants Which were hit becsuse &if their proximity to petroleus : !
mmﬁmexpoud to concentrated bombing sttasks, The hrown-sos) minss 4o ‘
o Hiederlousits ersa were sewraly affected by diszantling, whercas the ma-
Jority of the wines in the central German area’ were incorporated into EAG
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{3oviet corrorations). It is eatimated that the lgog of the totally dlessntled
@inen hag raduced capucity by 2% pereenty, coopared with 19%3. %o this figure nust
be adlea an additions) 15-percent loss in capacity for partioliy dismantled mipes,
50 that uote) Q1ementling losses ars estizated at ahout 20 percent of the capacity.

i . Peconstruction efforts in the black-coal industry have been concentrated

b oz ikree new sbsft justellations {ome in the Freital-Doshlen dlatrict and two in
Y the Doborlug-Xireknain dlstrict), which are expected to ylold 2.5 willion touns
aifualiy. I the brown-ccal =ining indusiry, the plevmed Treconstruction of five
Partially dismantied brown—cos) =ines and goven briguette plants, the cpeaing

OF Bix ‘cpamepit aines, and the expansicn of five uines, originally 4o de com-
pleted by the ena o 1958, khawve Teportediy now been coupleted,  In addition, the
Five~Yoesr Plan provides for the opening of additional oper-plt mines, the enlarge-
zent of 19 open-pdt mines (with o total aonual output of 60 million tons), and
the bulléing and putiing inte cperstion of briguette plants.

o e et et = o

The mining yields which bave been achieved up to the present are netvorthy,
alihough 1€ las not yet beesu poscible to mateh the output of the peak yeer of
1953. ' The relatively rapid recoveries in brown-coal wning ana in the produce
t1on of browncosl bri uottes are particularly significunt. The following table
&lves figares tfrom 1932 to 1951 for cosl, briquetie, and coke produetion in the
@R (1o mi1l1on of tons):

T T e e et e oo e

Browa-(osl Brown-Cosl, ) '

i | Black Coil Browvn Cosd Briquettes Low-Tewperature Coka - e

: 1936 3.6 o8 2 24.0 ‘ 1.9 |
1935 3.5 119,2 30.0 2.5
; 1943 2.9 16h,3 h3.8 5.5
1945 19 85.2 - -
: 1648 2.8 110.8 30.0 3.5
P 1shg 3.0 1%h n 3%.3 3.0
R i 2.8 137.2 31.6 3.0
19512 3 150 % -~

$Provisienal figarss

-Ingafer g8 foreizn trade in coal i8 concerned, imports have bsen cun-

Yinuusly recelved from the ames east of the Cder-Neisgse (under Polish adminig~
mtioq) sad frow Czechoslovakio since the defsat of Germany in 1945, 1In 1950,
thase iNports totaled 4,065,000 tons of black coal and bluck--oal coke, awd

3,632,000 - tans of Brom coal.. On the other band, during the sape year, 316,000
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end Austrie. Tnsofar ug the exchinge of cosl vith West Germany 1s concernad,

. ths ' GIR hsd & favorable balance unt1) 1948, but thie kilance shifted in favor -
of the !edem.nepubuc during 1949 and 1950, and resched & leyel of 0.25 million
tons iu favor of West Germany during 1950, : . .
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Zeone vy ) g : An 2d4i&50na)
136 t1Mon tons of black coel ware Tequired in 1936, and an additional 15.3 .
‘wllton tons in 19k3. It wes inevitsbie that this tremd would accelerate eftur.
2945, 6nd’ this situation led to stringent consumer controle, wkich have not yet

. been-comp] 2, «. Noreover, the considerable excess of brown coal led
o frrugnorstble orders for converslon. of Tactorles 4o the use of brown coal,
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", The: conversion was expanded to include even the raiircads, Ceapite tha fact thet

the heat-utilization factor and the resultent rust and other effects upun the

"+ bollers militated ag the converston. ‘Deliveries of black cosl or black-coal
-9 . : ‘ f
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T3 Linited to plaats which cawnot be :
8 L 3 cenverted, or which cas be conaverved :
grenl expﬁ;:a, Wuch &3 large-scale power ylants, gas plante, and wetal.
lants mr’"‘ result of this lsck of Black coal mcd +he suell domestic
-e0al coke, continngue Frl#13Insnt o ths requirements of the
TR-Cder, which wae recently pnt irto
coke arpually upon éo_zpletiop,

: or from Upper Stlesss.
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